What every Christian should know about Islam!
At a time when unprecedented natural disasters are occurring and our country is at war with what seems to be an illusive and precarious enemy, it is appropriate to reflect on our own faith and the beliefs of the faith of whom we are at odds with.  More specifically we need to clearly know who Jesus Christ is and how He and His teachings are viewed by those who call themselves Moslem.  I am not suggesting that the conflict in the Middle East is a war about religions but I am proclaiming that many people have made un-informed assumptions which confuse their understanding concerning their own faith and the belief of others.  Therefore let us reflect on some basic Christian teachings and how they might impact those who identify themselves as Moslem.

The first thing we need to look at is who Jesus Christ is and why His identity is so crucial for Christian’s belief.  As Christians we interpret the “Fall” (Gen. Ch. 3) as the event that tarnished the divine image in which humanity was made (Gen. 2:26).  In order to restore this fallen image the Christ had to come, so through His example things would again be set right.  But in order for the Christ to refashion the tainted image, He must be God because God is the one who created us, and only our creator can perfectly restore us back to which we came.  St. Athanasius from the 4th century clarified this point by stating, “after a portrait is painted and if later the image is stained the artist does not throw the painting away but restores the painting by re-drawing the image on the same material, and the only one who can properly restore the stained image is the original artist, whom is God.”
  For this reason the proclamation of Jesus Christ as the Son of God (Matt. 16:16), who is one with God the creator (John 1:1-3), is essential for Christian beliefs.  This fundamental understanding is the cornerstone for being a Christian but for Moslems this teaching is considered the worst insult anyone could give to God.  This sharp difference in belief is rooted in both their unique acceptance of scripture and also the historical background of the Moslem faith.


Both of the words “Moslem” and “Islam” comes from the Arabic root which means to be at peace or to submit.  A Moslem is a member of Islam as a Christian is member of Christianity.  A Moslem person narrowly embraces the bible by recognizing only the first 5 books of the Old Testament, the Psalms, and the 4 Gospels, whose content differs significantly from the Christian bible.  For example in Moslem tradition God did not rest on the seventh day (Genesis 2:2), did not wrestle with Jacob as a man (Genesis 32:24-25), definitely did not become human (John 1:1-14) and is not the Son of God. (Matt. 8:29, 16:16, 26:63, 27:43, Mark 1:1) Another significant variance in Biblical embracement is the name of God.  For a Moslem the personal name of the One true God is Allah but as Christians we look to Christ as our God who is the incarnation of the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and whose personal name is revealed to us through Moses as “I AM WHO I AM”, or YHWH.  (Exodus 3:14)  There were many different god’s in the Old Testament that is why God giving us His name is so important so that we could know to who to worship.


Historically Islam was founded by a merchant named Mohammed, in the 7th century AD, who lived and work in what is now known as the Middle East.  His birth place was in Mecca, where the Kaaba, a large stone block structure several stories tall, was located and housed over 300 local gods that were worshiped by the many tribes of that area.  Mohammed claiming to be visited by Archangel Gabriel and was given the vision that there is only one God and that God is named Allah, who is the only deity present in the Kaaba.  So as a reaction to the hundreds of gods in the Middle Eastern area, Moslems condemn any association of multiple gods or the dividing God as Moslems feel Christians seem to do.  Therefore it is not surprising that Moslems would zealously reject any belief that God has a Son who became a man.

A common question that arise is if Islam promotes violence and terrorist activities because of their teachings?  In the Koran, which is the accepted divine written revelations proclaimed by Mohammed, there are several passages that permit violence.  (Koran 2:190, 4:74-76, 9:5, 22:39)  Often times fighting is allowed when oppression is taking place or upon those who worship false gods but mercy is granted if they convert.  This “divine” acceptance of violence as a measure of retribution in this world differs greatly from the Christian teachings but the Koran does not condone senseless killing of innocent people as seen by Islamic extremist on 9/11 in New York City and other parts of the world.  On the contrary the Islam tradition defends the orphans, widows and downtrodden and also obliges each Moslem to give annually 2.5% of their total wealth (worth of property, saving, investments, etc…) to the unfortunate.

In conclusion, in Islam the message of Mohammed is not Christian and it is questionable if even what Moslems consider “The Book” can be considered synonymous to what we accept as the Bible.  Christians believe in the God who created the entire universe and who in love came to earth as a man to save humanity from death.  After Christianity, Islam is the second largest faith in the world, and has its own series of beliefs and teachings, some compatible with the Good News of Christ and some not that compatible, but thanks God we live in a country where people are free to believe what they want and in a world where the truth will endure for ever.
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