What does our Church do?
After attending the Divine Liturgy on Sunday morning many of us might ask “What does our Church do?”  Every Sunday we are blessed to celebrate Christ’s life giving sacrifice on the Cross, but after we go home on Sunday, what happens to our church?  Does it just close its’ doors till the following Sunday when everyone arrives again or is there something more?  First of all, the Orthodox tradition teaches that a Christian lifestyle is not limited to a once a week worship service, rather each person within the community is challenged and called to make Christ the focus of their entire lives each and everyday.  Christianity is not just another compartment in our secular society but is the foundation of every decision we make and the end focus of the journey we are on.  Our lives need to be centered on the Gospel of Christ, which is to love our neighbor as Christ loved us, selflessly.  It can be difficult in the world today to live a life of Christ, but for this reason Christ gave us the Church.  The Church, the assembly of the faithful, is in the world in order to give us the strength to overcome the despair and sadness so that we can have hope and life.  In our Mission here in Northern Arizona long after Sunday service has finished we strive to be that Church.  We see this in our worship services that include not only Sunday morning but also Saturday evenings and soon there will be weekday services to strengthen the faithful.  We see this in our philanthropic efforts trying to put our faith into practice by helping the needy in our community.  Since September we have helped feed and house more than 20 needy residents of Flagstaff.  During the Christmas season we helped several families economically, volunteered at a local soup kitchen and visited with elderly at the local nursing home.  We hope to continue our call to help the needy by continuing to serve the local nursing home and in the summer go to Mexico to build homes for the needy there.  Our church also focuses on educating the faithful both young and old.  We offer classes for the adults after each Divine Liturgy and for children before Liturgy so that they can have a deeper meaning of what it means to live an Orthodox life.  And behind all of this there is the loving work of many dedicated parishioners of whom I, as your priest, do my best to guide.  As your priest, I am called to pastor Christ’s flock by leading each member of our community to focus their lives on Christ.  In order to do this I spend my time meeting with parishioners, visiting the sick, preparing for divine services, hearing confessions, preparing for sermons and classes, blessing homes, training our singers and maintaining many of the administrative requirements of the diocese.  We are all very busy but for what reason?  To have a Church of Christ which cultivates a life centered on Him.  This is why all of you have worked so hard to have a full-time priest and this is why we need to take advantage of the opportunities given to us.  We all need our lives focused on the Lord not just one day of the week but every second that passes, so let us embrace the Church which God has given us so that in this world of temptation we can be strong and have Christ as our foundation which supports us through every step of our journey. 
