Pascha () Or Easter (Ēastre)
So why as Orthodox Christians do we call the feast day of Jesus Christ rising from the dead “Pascha” when most of the Western Christian world refers to this glorious day as “Easter”?  This is a question that all Orthodox Christians should be able to answer.  In answering this question our purpose should not be to refute Western religious terminology but rather to understand more fully what Pascha means to us, as disciples of Christ.

The origin of the word “Easter” is not clear but many scholars claim that it is derived from the Anglo-Saxon pagan goddess Ēastre whose feast day occurred on the vernal equinox.   As Christianity enveloped the Anglo-Saxon culture, it transformed its pagan rituals and developed a more Christ centered society.  As a result the Christian feast day of the Lord’s resurrection adopted the pagan term “Easter” while abandoning the pagan connection behind and embracing the new meaning of the central Christian message, the resurrected Christ.  In the East, where Orthodoxy was developing and growing, there was never this type of influence on this Feast day of the Lord rather they have always referred to Christ’s resurrection as “Pascha”.  The word Pascha is the phonetic translation of the Greek word  which directly taken from the Hebrew word for Passover ( pesach).  In other words Pascha is the Greek way of pronouncing the Hebrew word for Passover.  So the question that might come to mind, ‘Are we celebrating the Passover Jewish feast or the Resurrection of Jesus Christ?’   In answering this question we will better understand the significance of this Great Feast, and our reasons for using the Greek word “Pascha” to refer to “Easter”.
Yes, we are celebrating a Jewish feast but we are also celebrating the Resurrection of our Lord.  The Jewish Passover is the remembrance of when God saved the Israelites from slavery imposed by the Pharaoh of Egypt.(Exodus 2-13)  The Lord inflicted various signs on the nation of Egypt to convince the Pharaoh to release His people.  But because of Pharaoh’s hardness of heart he would not let them go and serve the Lord.  Therefore, the God of Israel preformed the ultimate sign by taking the life of the first born from every household in Egypt.  The Israelites were instructed to kill an unblemished Lamb and to put its blood on their doors so when the Lord passes through the land the plague of death would not come upon that household.  And it occurred as the Lord said, all the first born of Egypt died and the Nation of Israel was spared death and was freed from slavery.  
Now as Christians, Christ came to fulfill this saving Passover act by saving us from the slavery of the prince of this world, Satan.  Christ is the Lamb of God (St. John 1:29) with whose blood we are marked at our baptism, therefore death passes over us and we are given life to serve Him.  We were enslaved by the ruler of this world, but by being marked by the blood of the sacrificial death of the lamb (Jesus Christ) we avoid death and are freed from slavery.  Christ fulfills the Law, the teachings of the Prophets and the historical event of Passover, and now as Christians we embrace the “New Passover” the Holy Pascha.  In this sense we celebrate the Jewish Old Testament feast and the Christian New Testament celebration because we are freed from death and slavery through the sacrifice of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  The celebration of the Lord’s resurrection has the same meaning no matter what you call it either Easter or Pascha.  But let our understanding of the awesome feast day be more profound, so that we can grasp how God historically came into the world and fulfills the scriptures by saving us from slavery and death.  
But how are we freed from bondage?  To whom are we enslaved? How are we not subjective to death?  Physically we are all going to die, are we not?  On the tangible side, it is easy to see the multitude of people who are slaves to the things of this world.  Either to their jobs, their home improvement projects, or to their stomachs etc…  And yes we all are going to die physically, unless the second coming happens before we pass away, but most importantly we need to be concerned about our spiritual death.  There are many people in the world who have just given up hope and have become hollow shells of flesh and nothing more.  This type of slavery and death is so prevalent in our society, but in this world of bondage, Christ has come and shown us what is truly important and has given us reason to live.  As God, He has shown us the importance of giving ourselves to others selflessly.  We realize the value in loving our neighbor not our possessions.  We are also given hope and life when we come to the knowledge that God came to dwell with us in this crazy world in order to relieve our suffering.  We are freed from slavery through the enlightenment of His self-sacrificial example and we are liberated from death through the comfort of His humble crucifixion and resurrection.  Christ teaches us the value in loving one-another and comforts us in the sadness and despair of the world.  Therefore, let us journey to this Holy Pascha, to this sacred Passover in which slavery and death has been taken away, and life and freedom have been given to us so that we can glorify His name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen
