Being stewards of the Lord
Often times when people hear mention of Stewardship Sunday they automatically associate it with being asked for some type of financial commitment to their parish.  Financial contributions is one part of our stewardship responsibility but as stewards our work is much more extensive.  We taste its’ depth by looking at the word “to steward” which means is to keep watch or be vigilant over something.  By embracing the historical account of the beginning of the world and reflecting on the life of Christ we can attain a better understanding of whom and of what we are stewards.  
In the second chapter of Genesis we get a sense of why God created man.  In verse 5 the state of the earth is described as not having rain and no man to cultivate the earth.  We then see in verse 15 that the Lord placed man into the Garden of Eden to cultivate and watch over it.  So we see, even before the disobedient act of humanity which led to our death, man was ordained to work.  This work which we were called to fulfill was not the type of work for which a laborer could receive a week’s wages, but rather it was a fulfillment of our duties as servants or slaves of the Lord.  This is clear in the Hebrew word used in Genesis for the man to cultivate both the earth (Gen 2:5) and the Garden of Eden.(Gen. 2:15)  The same root word is also used throughout Genesis to refer to one who is a slave or is in slavery. (Gen. 39:17, 44:10, 49:15)  So we are called to work and cultivate the earth as slaves to our Creator and Master the Lord God.  This obedient labor is clarified in man’s responsibilities in the Garden of Eden.  There man was not just called to labor but more so to exercise great care and diligence over the Garden.  After man’s disobedience this responsibility did not change.  His call to labor the earth in a watchful and diligent way was never nullified by his death resulting disobedient act. (Gen. 2:17)  But what does it mean to watch over the Lord’s creation as obedient slaves?  As Orthodox Christians we need to answer this question in very concrete ways.  
Striving to be true Christian, we must realize our indebtedness to the Lord because He gave His only son up to die for us so that we may live forever.  We must also realize we do not own ourselves but God is our master.  With this mindset we as human beings need to be obedient to our Lord, and submit to the divine purpose of our existence, which is to care for God’s creation.  We need to care for the environment, i.e.: recycling, watch over the created animals of the Lord, i.e. don’t kill animals irresponsibly, and be good stewards of the resources that the Lord has given us.  Most importantly we need to care for the creatures made in the image of God, our fellow human beings, i.e. defending the widows and orphans.  In the formal setting of worship, we the community are called to be faithful stewards.  In the Divine Liturgy we are strengthened to do this by receiving the sacrificial, life giving, body and blood of Christ.  Concretely if we the faithful of Northern Arizona want an Orthodox Church to exist in this area, we must ensure there are sufficient financial resources to continue what our Lord has asked us to do.  As your priest I teach the practice of giving to the church 10% off the top of what you receive from the Lord.  But financial commitment is just part of it.  We need to give our entire selves, so that we will meet our calling to fulfill to the labors that the Lord has given us.  So with zeal and courage I challenge you, with myself as the example, let us give our selves, our time, our money, and our talent so the Mission of Northern Arizona will continue and fulfill the calling of the Lord by caring for the creation which He left in our hands.
